Roman Writing: Littera Scripta Manet

Web sites from LacusCurtius an excellent site by Bill Thayer.  These are a selection of entries related to the production of written materials drawn from William Smith’s Dictionary of Greek and Roman Antiquities. 

· Liber: The Roman Book – from Smith’s Dictionary

URL:http://www.ku.edu/history/index/europe/ancient_rome/E/Roman/Texts/secondary/SMIGRA*/Liber.html
· Ink: from Smith’s Dictionary

URL:http://www.ku.edu/history/index/europe/ancient_rome/E/Roman/Texts/secondary/SMIGRA*/Atramentum.html
· Tabulae: from Smith’s Dictionary 

URL:http://www.ku.edu/history/index/europe/ancient_rome/E/Roman/Texts/secondary/SMIGRA*/Tabulae.html
· The Stilus: from Smith’s Dictionary

URL:http://www.ukans.edu/history/index/europe/ancient_rome/E/Roman/Texts/secondary/SMIGRA*/Stilus.html
· The Capsa: from Smith’s Dictionary

URL:http://www.ukans.edu/history/index/europe/ancient_rome/E/Roman/Texts/secondary/SMIGRA*/Capsa.html
Additional Web Sites:

A Corpus of Roman Writing Tablets from Roman Britain

A British Academy Project

URL:http://www.csad.ox.ac.uk/RIB/RIBIV/jp1.htm
A brief but nice selection of pictures of lead tablets found in Roman Britain – with bibliography.

Ancient Bookmaking of the Early Roman Empire

By Meredith Drye of UNC

URL:http://www.unc.edu/courses/rometech/public/content/arts_and_crafts/Meredith_Drye/Ancient_Bookmaking.htm
A quick historical overview of the progression from papyrus to the production of codices.

Materials and Delivery: The Roman Epistle

by T. Ball of Skidmore University

URL:http://www.skidmore.edu/~t_ball/epistlematerial.htm
A short but effective discussion of mail delivery in the Roman world – it includes an excellent image of a wax tablet.

Evolution of Latin Characters

by Dr. Robert Fradkin of the University of Maryland

URL:http://www.wam.umd.edu/~rfradkin/latin.html
Curious about the Development of the Latin alphabet?  This page traces the development of letter forms from Phoenicia to the Roman world via clever animation.

Activities:

1.) Read through the and compile a list of the Latin terms that seem most pertinent to the production of written texts and books.  Place your Latin terms and definitions beneath the appropriate headings.  Which terms are specific to one category?  Which terms “overlap” categories?  Once you have finished, try the on-line matching quiz and test your knowledge of Latin terminology.

I. Wax Tablets

II. Papyrus
III. Parchment

IV. Book Production



2.) Choose one of the methods of transmitting writing and create your own museum-quality reproduction of a scroll, wax tablet, lead curse tablet, or Roman book.

3. Situations – research the web sites to generate your answers.

*A friend of yours knows you write poetry.  He offers to gather some sheets of charta Emporetica for you.  Should you be pleased or insulted? Explain your answer.

*Scrolls don’t really have a spine upon which to write a title.  Explain how you would be able to find your copy of Pliny’s De Natura Sciurorum among your library holdings?

*You’re considering opening a bookstore in ancient Rome.  Some things to consider:

1.) For what reasons would pumice be handy to have around the store?

2.) Which streets/regions in Rome seem to attract booksellers?

